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On a Firm Foundation
God's Timing is mysterious and blessed
by Susan Emerson
 

 
As I wrote this column, my lawn was receiving its first drink of rain in many weeks. It has been a long, dry summer, as evidenced by the yellow-brown hue of my grass. But I’m pretty confident that the grass will bounce right back. God provided the rain before any real harm was done. 
 
It made me stop and reflect on how often God works like that. He provides what we need, when we need it – but not necessarily before we need it. His timing is mysterious and blessed.
 
Not very long ago, The Catholic Foundation was made aware of a bequest. The donor provided an endowment that would benefit several organizations. Upon hearing about the bequest, our contact at one organization shared that they had been praying for a new building. She sheepishly shared that she had just told some of her fellow board members that it was a pipe dream – there was no way they could afford that. Yet here was a bequest that just might make it possible. 
 
This is far from unique. At the Foundation, we get the joy of seeing many such serendipitous moments. God calls people to give and they respond, thus needs are met. 
 
Of course, this only works if people respond to God’s call. It isn’t always obvious why we feel the urge to give when we do, or who we are moved to help. It is only obvious that we are being called.
 
The timing of God’s call might be mysterious, but the timing of when to answer is not: when God calls, we must answer. It was true for Samuel in the Old Testament, and it is true for us today. Sometimes, the needs God wants to meet are those of the donor. Many find that giving brings blessings, satisfaction and a deepening of their faith.
 
If you feel the call to give a gift of future income to a parish, school or ministry that is important to you, I urge you to answer. Jennifer Damiano and Mary Leathley at The Catholic Foundation will be happy to work with you to help make sure your current or end-of-life gift will do exactly what you intend. God will take care of the rest.
 

