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On a Firm Foundation
Military Chaplains answer the call of God and Country
by Susan Emerson

 Do you know someone serving in the military? Most of us do. And most of us feel a mix of pride and fear on their behalf. But until lately, I had never given much thought to one unique group of those who serve: military chaplains, the Catholic priests and other ordained religious ministers who answer the call of both God and country to minister to the men and women of the military. 
 
On October 1, 2008, Archbishop Timothy Broglio of the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA will speak on the life of the military chaplain and the spiritual needs of the men and women in the military. He is the keynote speaker at The Catholic Foundation’s Annual Meeting and Dinner, to be held at St. Charles Preparatory School.
 
Military chaplains face a larger-than-life task. They do everything that parish priests do for their parishioners, but they do it in a pressure cooker environment. Even when not literally in battle, their flocks are in unusual circumstances, far from home, with demands and deprivations that amplify every spiritual need. 
 
Beyond administering the sacraments, the chaplain is the one they turn to if a Dear John letter breaks their heart or if they suspect the spouse back home might be straying. He ministers to battered spouses and to the batterers; tries to prevent suicides and helps pick up the pieces for those left behind when one occurs. He cares for the wounded, tends to the rattled, honors the dead and helps survivors go on living. He often fields moral questions and sometimes, serves as a conscience.   
 
It is a lonely, difficult task, but a vital one. I am looking forward to hearing what Archbishop Broglio can tell us about this unique ministry and the priests who answer its call. The Annual Meeting and Dinner is open to the public, and I encourage you to mark your calendar now and plan to attend. For more information or reservations, call us at 614-443-8893 or visit our website, www.catholic-foundation.org.  
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