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On a Firm Foundation
 

Reaching out to people in need is what the Church does
 by Susan Emerson 
 

 

There was a tragic accident recently that took the lives of two teenagers in Delaware County. One funeral was held at my parish. The other teen was from a family without a church home, and our parish invited them to gather in our parish hall after the funeral home service. One gentleman I know was at the parish at 10:30 one night to help clean and re-set the parish hall, and he went to the church hours before the funeral to help coordinate parking. His son asked him why he was doing all this since they had not even known the families involved. He answered, “Because this is what the Church does – we reach out to people in need and we help them.”

 
I loved that story because it captured what I believe about the Church. It is also what makes me so excited about the Focus Funds of The Catholic Foundation. These are endowments that exist to generate an annual flow of grants to where the need is greatest. One endowment is general in nature, and there is one each designated for the needs of parishes, education, and social services. These endowments allow us to “reach out to people in need and help them.”
 
Elsewhere in this issue of the Catholic Times, you will see an article outlining the recent grants made in the education area. They are a great illustration of the kinds of help we can provide, from essential capital repairs to basic programs like Vacation Bible School. These grants don’t fund luxuries – they fund real needs in the parishes, school and ministries of the diocese. 
 
One of the beautiful things about the Focus Funds is that they give everyone the chance to be part of a big solution. You may wish you could give a larger gift today. You may feel that even the amount you can leave in a bequest isn’t enough to really make a difference. But the Focus Funds offer a way to leverage that giving. Imagine the amount you can give multiplied by 10, or 20, or 50. That’s the impact we can have if many of us choose to do what we can.
 
Please consider a gift or bequest to one of the Focus Funds. To learn more about them, visit our website at www.catholic-foundation.org or call us at 614-443-8893 or toll-free at 866-298-8893.
  Emerson is the Director of Marketing and Community Relations of the Catholic Foundation and a member of Powell St. Joan of Arc Parish.
