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On a Firm Foundation
 

 Understanding where blessings come from and what they are for
by Susan Emerson 
Dr. Antony Kanakkanatt is a man who understands where his blessings came from and what they are for. Celebrating the 50th anniversary of his immigration to the United States recently, he wanted to express his gratitude for the blessings he has enjoyed. So he donated $50,000 to mark the occasion. Part of that donation will generate an annual scholarship to help a family that is serving the country that welcomed him.  

Dr. Kanakkanatt was born in a Catholic family in Southern India. In 1957, he graduated from a Jesuit University there and won a scholarship to pursue a Masters Degree from Marquette University. After going on to a Ph.D. at the University of Akron, he worked for two years at Monsanto Chemical.

 

But 1965 proved to be a banner year in the life of Dr. Kanakkanatt. That year he accepted a position with Chemical Abstracts Service, married, moved to Columbus, and joined St. Timothy Church. He spent the next 33 years working at Chemical Abstracts, happily married to Annette, raising three children in St. Timothy School and Bishop Watterson High School and eventually, enjoying six grandchildren.

 

After many discussions with his wife and children, Dr. Kanakkanatt decided to mark this 50th anniversary with a gift. “Helping others felt appropriate. There were literally thousands of people who helped me,” he commented. “Part of it was my work, but even then there was a helping hand from an enormous amount of people.”   After considering the many places they could help, he and his family settled on St. Timothy Parish, which had been so central in their lives. He offered the entire $50,000 without restriction to his Pastor, Msgr. John Johnson. While grateful to receive the donation, Msgr. Johnson wanted to make sure that the money was used in a way that honored Dr. Kanakkanatt and his family. 

 

One of the great sources of pride in Dr. Kanakkanatt’s life is the fact that all three of his children have actively served the country that adopted him. His only son, Paul, entered the Marines after his graduation from Notre Dame and served for three years. Anne Marie, the “older” of his twin daughters, went into the Air Force Academy and served four years before leaving as a Captain. She married another Air Force graduate, who served for eight years and now works for the Department of Homeland Security. Diane, the “younger” twin, married her high school sweetheart from Bishop Watterson, who is still an active-duty Navy pilot. He served in Afghanistan and has been deployed to Iraq twice. 

 

Since he was so proud of his children’s military service and connections, he and Msgr. Johnson decided that it would be fitting if his donation could somehow support those in military service. They decided to offer an annual scholarship for an eighth grader at St. Timothy School whose parents are in the military and who plans to attend Bishop Watterson or another Catholic high school. 

 

Mary Leathley at The Catholic Foundation helped them set up the scholarship fund, which required only $17,000 to generate a $750 annual scholarship. The remaining $33,000 went to St. Timothy’s capital campaign. 

 

Dr. Kanakkanatt has been an American for only 50 years; he has been a Catholic from birth. He is a wonderful example of the best values of both.

