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On a Firm Foundation
 Just like the blind men and the elephant…
By Susan Emerson
I think everyone in America is familiar with the story of the blind men and the elephant; one touches the trunk, another an ear, another a leg, and each gets a very different picture of what this beast must be like. I can’t help but think that the Catholic Foundation is a lot like that elephant. 
Some people encounter us when they have some charitable intent in their heart and are trying to structure a giving plan that will accomplish their goals. Those people would tell you that the Foundation is dedicated to helping Catholics fulfill their call to stewardship.
Others learn of the Foundation because their parish or school needs the benefits that an endowment can offer. They may work with us to educate their community on the need and solicit money to get the endowment established. They would tell you that the Catholic Foundation is a supportive partner to the parishes, schools and ministries of the Columbus Diocese.
Still others become involved with us because of special products we offer, perhaps on the advice of their financial advisor. They may supplement their retirement income with quarterly payments from a Charitable Gift Annuity or manage their charitable donations through a Donor Advised Fund. These people would tell you that the Foundation is a sophisticated financial partner for Catholics.
Then there are those who encounter us in ways that are not about giving, but receiving.  They may be staff or volunteers at the parishes, schools and ministries that can apply for grants from the Catholic Foundation. They would tell you that the Foundation offers vital financial support in a fair and compassionate manner.
Which is the real Catholic Foundation? All of them. In the long run, we are about providing permanent funding sources to the parishes, schools and ministries of the diocese. But the surest way to that goal is to support individual Catholics as they fulfill their call to stewardship; to provide them with sophisticated tools to help them; and to support parishes, schools and ministries to educate their members about needs and solutions. 
If you have questions or need help from the Catholic Foundation, call Mary Leathley or Jennifer Damiano at 614-443-8893 or toll free at 866-298-8893.
 




