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The Catholic Foundation awards $67,500 in Social Services Grants

COLUMBUS, OH (July 2008) – The Catholic Foundation announced today that it has awarded $67,500 in 14 grants to seven Catholic agencies providing social services.  These grants represent the proceeds of several endowments that have earmarked their earnings to benefit social services.  They represent the final phase of the Foundation’s 2007-2008 grants cycle, in which a total of $226,422 has been distributed.  

Receiving three grants of $5,000 each were Catholic Social Services of Columbus and the Joint Organization for Inner-city Needs (J.O.I.N.).  The Catholic Social Services grants will be used for fresh food at Our Lady of Guadalupe Food Pantry, implementation of a parenting program for Hispanic families at the Bishop Griffin Services Center, and repairs to the basement of the Bishop Griffin Services Center. The J.O.I.N. grants will be used to provide prescription assistance and utility assistance to the needy, as well as assistance in procuring birth certificate copies that are needed to obtain housing, education, and other forms of aid.  

The Immigrant Worker Project and the St. Vincent De Paul Society of Columbus received two grants of $5,000 each.  The Immigrant Worker Project’s grants will be used for an economic literacy project and a family unity project while the St. Vincent De Paul Society received funding for food staples for low-income and shut-in clients and clothing for the working poor. St. Vincent Family Centers also received two grants, one for $5,000 for staff training in a specialized treatment for children with post-traumatic stress disorder and one for $2,500 to furnish and equip a play therapy room

The Community Kitchen Inc. received a grant of $5,000 to supplement its work helping low income persons with food, clothing, advocacy, and other basic necessities, and St. Stephen’s Community House was awarded $5,000 for POISED, a program to improve self-worth, truancy and drop-out rates among at-risk teenage girls.

The Catholic Foundation provides financial support each year to parishes, schools and Catholic organizations throughout the 23-county Diocese of Columbus.  It is one of the oldest and largest Catholic diocesan foundations in the country, distributing nearly $40,000,000 in the diocese since 1985.  For additional information about The Catholic Foundation, please visit www.catholic-foundation.org. 

